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zekiel 37:12 –14 
Psalm

 130:1– 2, 3 – 4, 5 – 6, 7– 8 
R

om
ans 8:8 –11 

John 11:1– 45 or 11:3–7, 17, 20–27, 33b–45
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T
he grave can’t hold us! G

od boldly proclaim
ed that truth through 

E
zekiel in the bone-strew

n valley of Israel’s exile. B
ut it w

as in  
the life of Jesus that the truth of the tom

b’s im
potence w

as fully 
m

anifested. It’s a m
essage G

od earnestly desires to com
m

unicate. 
“O

 m
y people,” G

od says, “I w
ill open your graves   .   .   .   I have 

prom
ised, and I w

ill do it” (E
zekiel 37:12 –14). It doesn’t get m

uch 
clearer than that. B

ut w
ait —

 it does!
	

Jesus confronts the tom
b not w

ith prom
ises, but w

ith action. 
M

oved to tears by the oppression of death, Jesus assum
es the authority 

that w
as his from

 all eternity and taunts death w
ith the sim

ple w
ords, 

“C
om

e out.” D
eath’s undoing has begun. Y

es, L
azarus w

ill die again 
and reenter the tom

b, but it w
on’t be in darkness this tim

e. W
hen 

L
azarus dies again the light of R

esurrection w
ill surround him

 and 
the rulers of the night w

on’t dare draw
 near him

. T
hat light w

ill 
em

anate from
 another tom

b, in a city quite near to B
ethany. In 

Jerusalem
, Jesus, too, w

ill enter a tom
b and its darkness w

ill em
brace 

him
, but it w

on’t hold him
 for long. T

he burst of light that w
ill 

em
anate from

 the m
om

ent of his release w
ill glow

 forever, penetrating 
every tom

b —
 those six feet under and those in the 

recesses of our hearts —
 fulfi

lling the prom
ise G

od 
m

ade so long ago. O
h, but there’s a catch: all this 

w
ill be fulfi

lled only if w
e allow

 G
od’s Spirit 

to dw
ell in us!

“.   .   .   if only the Spirit of G
od dw

ells in you” 
(R

om
ans 8:9).
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✦
✦

Israel w
as in exile w

hen E
zekiel spoke this prophecy. In w

hat 
aspects of your life are you “in exile” from

 your true self?
✦

✦
G

od prom
ises to raise the people from

 their graves and put life 
and spirit into them

. W
here has death invaded your life? W

here  
do you m

ost need G
od’s Spirit to bring you back to life?

✦
✦

W
e often cling to the large and sm

all losses w
e experience.  

W
e hold grudges, engage in self-pity, and fail to live fully. Jesus 

asked M
artha if she believed that he w

as the R
esurrection and the 

life. D
o you believe this? H

ow
 can your faith help you live m

ore 
abundantly?
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✦

✦
Jesus w

ent and shared in the grief of M
ary and M

artha, even to 
the point of tears. Send a note of com

fort to som
eone w

ho has 
experienced loss during the past year. T

he surprise of an unexpected 
com

m
unication could prove especially healing.

✦
✦

Y
ou know

 som
eone (perhaps yourself) w

ho needs to be freed  
from

 the bondage of sin or addiction. R
ead the second half of this 

G
ospel story every day this w

eek as a prayer for som
eone w

ho 
needs the grace and liberation Jesus prom

ises.
✦

✦
M

ary and M
artha interceded w

ith Jesus to heal L
azarus. O

ur 
B

aptism
 calls us to the priestly duty of interceding on behalf of 

others. Invite your fam
ily to pay special attention at M

ass to the 
P

rayer of the Faithful, or petitions. A
fter M

ass, see if your fam
ily 

can recall all of the intentions for w
hich you prayed.


